The Great Exchange 
“...made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 


ELOVED, ...clothed in [the spotless garment of Christ], even the eye of Divine 

Purity can see no blemish in us. “He hath not seen iniquity in Jacob; neither 
hath He beheld perverseness in Israel” (Numbers 23:21). “Thou art all fair, my love; 
there is no spot in thee” (Song of Solomon 4:7). 


Such is imputed righteousness,—a blessing which issues at once in the perfect 
innocence of believers. God does not “regard and treat us as righteous,’ while in 
reality we are not righteous. He “imputeth righteousness” to us, because by union 
with one Saviour righteousness is truly ours. Imputation, if just, necessarily supposes 
the presence of the thing imputed. A God of wisdom and truth could not reckon to us 
what in no sense belongs to us. The fact that Jehovah treats us as righteous, is itself the 
most satisfactory evidence of our being so. 


Thus understood, however, is not the truth in question in conflict with the doctrine of 
pardon? If we are truly innocent—if guilt no longer attaches to us, what shall we say as 
to the forgiveness of sins? How shall we seek that blessing? We seek it as personally 
guilty. In himself the believer, though sanctified by the gospel, is still the child of much 
sinful infirmity: and in this respect he is as much in need of pardon at the hour of death as 
at the hour of conversion. Christians are at the same time, but in different respects, sinful 
and sinless— guilty and not guilty. They are guilty in themselves,—they are not guilty in 
Christ. It is thus Paul confesses, “in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing” 
(Romans 7:18); while he also exclaims,— “who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect?” (Romans 8:33). On the one hand we have ground for the deepest humility before 
God as daily transgressors of His Law. On the other we have reason for the utmost joy 
and boasting, since in “Jehovah our righteousness” none can lay aught to our charge. 


Here, then, are the great truths involved in the oneness of Christ and His people. On the 
ground of that oneness proceeds the all-important change which takes place in the gospel 
the inter-transfer of sin and righteousness. Personally the Lord Jesus was holy and His 
people unholy, He was righteous and His people unrighteous. But in their relation to 
each other He takes their sin, and they assume His righteousness. Constituted one a 
mutual transfer takes place;—there is at once an exchange of sin and righteousness. They 
give Him their sins, and He bestows on them His righteousness. Their transgressions are 
placed to His account: His merits are marked to theirs. What they did, He is considered 
as having done; and what He did, is regarded as done by them. In His relation to them 
He “was made sin;” in their relation to Him they are “made righteousness.” What He 
was in not Himself, He became in them: and what they were not in themselves, they 
become in Him. Hence He confesses guilt,— “O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and 
my sins are not hid from thee” (Psalm 69:5)—and they disclaim it,— “who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect?” (Romans 8:33). Hence He suffered, and they 
escaped. On Him the Father poured out the cup of indignation, and would not smite till 
He had drunk its last bitter drop—till He had “put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” 
On them God ceases not to bestow the choicest of His blessings, manifesting His love in 
their greatest trials. [AMEN!] — R.H. Carson 
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CHRISTIANS! can you know these things, and not rejoice? Many, very many 
wanting this view of the truth, are “mourners in Zion” all their days. They can 
at best but entertain a faint hope of salvation,—a hope resting more or less on 
their obedience to the requirements of the Gospel. They do not see clearly how 
all sin is removed, and how a perfect righteousness is possessed. Taught to 
believe that Christ has merely made salvation possible, they naturally conclude 
that some thing remains to be done, or thought, or felt on their part. This, if not 
“another gospel,” is at least a grievous error. A merely possible salvation, is an 
imperfect one. And who will complete it? —who will make it certain? Not the 
believer, who apart from Christ “can do nothing” —who in himself is “without 
strength.” Were eternal life made contingent on a single good thought, we 
should fail in obtaining it. On this supposition, so far from being possible, it 
would be impossible. But our deliverance is wholly the work of Christ; and in 
Him it is certain. To the believer in JESUS it is absolutely sure; “He that 
believeth shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). And the reason is obvious,— “by one 
offering He (Christ) hath perfected forever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 
10:14). [AMEN!] — R.H. Carson 
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WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Vicky Hicks, February 19th 


Sovereign Grace Conference 2023 / Pastor Fred Evans 
February 24th, 7:30 PM, February 25th, 11:00 AM, February 26th, 11:00 AM 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 
I Must Preach The Gospel! 


“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season...” (2 Timothy 4:2) 


S A PREACHER of the gospel of Jesus Christ I will declare the gospel to all 
who will listen. 

1.1 preach the truth of Man’s total depravity. That man is spiritually dead in 
trespasses and sins so that he could never please God by his works or come to 
Christ by his will (Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1; Romans 3:10-20; John 6:44). 

2. I preach the truth of God’s sovereign election. That God chose a people before the 
foundation of the world that He would save and put them in Jesus Christ as their 
High Priest and surety (Ephesians 1:3-6; Romans 9:11-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:13). 

. [declare the truth of Jesus perfect and accomplished redemption of all the Father 
gave to him (Hebrews 10:12-14; John 17:1-2). Jesus our High Priest became a 
man and accomplished all the righteousness of God by His faith for the elect. 
Jesus has by His blood satisfied the Justice of God for all the sins of His people 
(Isaiah 53:11). 

4.1 publish the exceeding great power of the Holy Spirit to give life and faith to all 
that the Father chose and all the Son redeemed (John 1:12-13; Ephesians 
1:13-14;17-19). And I know the call of the Spirit is effectual (it gets the job done), 
and all He calls will come to Jesus (John 6:37-40). 

. testify that all these objects of God’s free grace who believe on Christ shall be 
kept by the power of God through faith and none of them shall be lost (1 Peter 
1:5). Redeemed, and called vessels of divine love are always looking and living 
by faith in Christ (Galatians 3:10). 

THIS Is THE GOSPEL. There is no other gospel but salvation by grace through faith 
in Christ alone (Galatians 1:6-9). I will tell it to all who will listen, and even when 
they won’t. But there is only one type of person, the gospel, is intended for. It is for 
sinners. These elect, redeemed, and called people are sinners. They are without 
merit, without righteousness, and without hope. They are dead, blind, and leprous 
sinners. And these alone will hear the gospel, believe the gospel, love the gospel, and 
support the gospel. For Jesus only came to save sinners. Therefore I long to preach 
to sinners. [AMEN!] — Fred Evans 
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God Is Sovereign In Salvation 
“...1 will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory” (Isaiah 46:13) 


HE LORD is absolutely Sovereign in all things. He is Sovereign in creation, in 

providence and especially [in] the Salvation of sinners (Isaiah 46:10-13; Psalm 
115:3). The scripture says God, in sovereign election, loved Jacob and hated Esau—and 
this before they were ever born having done neither good nor evil (Romans 9:11-13). 
This is the doctrine of election that the self-righteous man despises, but it is the doctrine 
of free Grace that the sinner /oves. A sinner is one that has no hope of ever pleasing God 
and by nature knows if left to himself he would never choose Christ (Romans 3:10-20; 
John 6:44). Had God not elected there would be no salvation. (Romans 9:29) But God 
chose, and Christ died for the elect. The Spirit quickens to life, and the elect believe. 
Therefore those saved by grace love the gospel of Grace. [AMEN!] — Fred Evans 


